
 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
VIA LINDA SENIOR CENTER—Room 4 

10440 N. VIA LINDA, SCOTTSDALE AZ 85259 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: Donn Loper, Chairperson 
  Shelley Anderson, Vice-Chair 
  Dean Cerimeli 
  John Faramelli 
  Robert Frost 
  Ron King 
  Ronald Petersen 
 
STAFF: Leslie Clark, Parks and Recreation Manager 
  Jim Saunders, Recreation Leader III 

Judy Weiss, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
GUESTS: Alex McLaren, Construction and Design Director 

Rose Williams, Parks & Grounds Management Manager 
   
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Loper called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m.  
 
2.  MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
At the request of Chairman Loper, the meeting observed a moment of silence.   
 
3.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 
Regular Meeting of February 1, 2006. 
 
VICE-CHAIR ANDERSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 1, 2006 
MEETING.  COMMISSIONER CERIMELI SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED WITH A 
UNANIMOUS VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0). 
 
4. UPDATE ON INDIAN BEND ROAD WIDENING PROJECT AT McCORMICK- 

STILLMAN RAILROAD PARK (Information item) 
 
Mr. Alex McLaren, Construction and Design Director, presented the Commission with an update on the 
widening of Indian Bend Road as it affects McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park, located on Indian Bend 
and Scottsdale Roads.  Highlights of Mr. McLaren's presentation included a brief history related to 
context of the project, an overview of the project goals and previous improvements.  He noted that one 
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of the major features was the Indian Bend Wash crossing further to the east.  The proposed 
improvements will be a minor arterial street, defined by the City as two lanes in either direction, with a 
median.  He identified that the road segment of great interest to the Commission is the portion from 
Scottsdale Road to the entrance into the golf course and the hotel.   
 
Mr. McLaren cited the options evaluated in terms of moving the road, noting several meetings with Park 
staff to discuss the various impacts.  The recommended alternative was not to impact the channel to 
the north.  The cost differential between that alternative and the recommended option was 
approximately 2.5 million dollars.  He also noted expressed concerns regarding the impacts to the Park.   
 
In response to a request for clarification by Chairman Loper, Mr. McLaren confirmed that the $2.5 
million difference in project costs meant a change from $12 million to $14.5 million in total project costs.  
The difference between impacting the drainage channel and not impacting the drainage channel was 
approximately 2 to 2.5 million dollars.   
 
Referring to a handout presented to Commissioners, Mr. McLaren explained that the document depicts 
moving the road four to five feet to the south; the new curb line is depicted in yellow and the green line 
denotes the sidewalk, which is adjacent to the back of curb.  Mr. McLaren acknowledged an agreement 
with park staff to work together through the final design of a new fence.     
 
In response to questions by Vice-Chair Anderson, Mr. McLaren explained that the orange line on the 
drawing is the new right-of-way that will need to be acquired, which will impact two properties on 
Rocking Road.  Vice-Chair Anderson inquired regarding the need for the increase in land as depicted 
on the drawing.  Mr. McLaren explained that the additional land is needed in order to improve the 
parking lot.  It is proposed to move the main entrance from the west to the east side of the Park.  An 
additional traffic signal.  and right-turn deceleration lane into the main entrance of the Park are included 
in the proposal.  The signal will improve ingress and egress into the shopping center.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding impacts of the proposed changes on the residents and the plans for 
acquiring the property.  Mr. McLaren acknowledged that negotiations for acquisition will need to occur 
with the two affected property owners.   
 
In response to inquiry by Commissioner Cerimeli, Mr. McLaren confirmed that the roadway will consist 
of five lanes, including two left-hand turn lanes.  Mr. McLaren suggested further evaluation to determine 
the necessity of the proposed right-hand deceleration lane onto Rocking Road.   
 
Noting that citizens are aware of the project, Mr. McLaren recalled that two public hearings regarding 
this matter occurred at the Transportation Commission as well as the presentation at the City Council 
meeting. 
In response to inquiry by Commissioner King, Mr. McLaren confirmed the addition of six-foot bicycle 
lanes on each side of the road. 
 
Vice-Chair Anderson expressed concern regarding the property owner who will be affected on both the 
back and the side and inquired regarding the status of conversations with the property owner.  Mr. 
McLaren reported having spoken with the gentleman on the west side of Rocking Road, who indicated 
that the parcel that the City previously owned is now vacant; Mr. McLaren will speak with the owner as 
soon as the identity of the owner is determined.   
 
Mr. McLaren continued the presentation, noting that the project is in the final design stage.  He 
reiterated previously stated project plans contained in Option 1A and addressed parking lot layout 
options.  The new parking layout will provide 408 parking spaces.   Construction of the project is 
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expected to begin in Spring of 2007.  Brief discussion ensued regarding the timeframe for construction, 
which is yet to be determined.   The parking lot improvements are independent of the rest of the project.   
 
Chairman Loper opined that with the proposed modifications to the Park, accommodations are being 
made to the Park that perhaps may not be necessary if the road were moved over to the north over the 
channel.  Clarifying the point, he elaborated that there are many things that would have to be done to 
make accommodations for the changes that are being proposed.  Providing examples, he cited 
installation of a fence by the railroad and negotiating with the homeowners on Rocking Road.  He 
acknowledged that those issues have been weighed, but opined that the integrity of the Park is being 
compromised to make the proposed changes.   
 
Ms. Weiss proposed, on the contrary, that the project is viewed as benefiting the Park.  The impact 
along the south end is minimal.  She suggested that a fence should be installed in the proposed 
location in any event.  She opined that the Park's greatest deficit is parking.  The new entryway is an 
additional benefit.  Mr. McLaren confirmed that discussions occurred through the process addressing 
these specific points.   
 
Commissioner Cerimeli requested confirmation that the area business owners are in favor of the project 
and questioned their reasons for support.  Mr. McLaren noted that they perceive the proposed traffic 
signal as a significant improvement.  
 
In response to inquiries by Commissioner Cerimeli pertaining to widening of the street and traffic 
studies, Mr. McLaren addressed the numbers outlined in the traffic study and cited that the eastern end 
of 78th Street and Hayden Road is in great need of improvement.  That section of the road does not 
have proper curbs and gutters or a median.  He stated that the project has been on the City's Capital 
Improvement Program for many years.  He also addressed the importance of the proposed 
improvements of a bridge at Indian Bend Wash.      
 
In response to a question by Commissioner King regarding the height of the bridge and a request by 
Vice-Chair Anderson to see the rest of the presentation, Mr. McLaren presented Segment 2: Paradise 
View to 78th Place--Recommended Option 2B, identifying that this option crosses the wash.  Highlights 
of this portion of the presentation included a brief history of the road section, a description of the 
proposed bridge and retaining walls as well as a slide entitled:  New Roadway Profile.  The plan is to 
match the profile that currently exists.  The City has hired an artist to assist with some of the design 
concepts.   
 
Expressing favor for the addition of parking spaces, Commissioner Cerimeli noted he has often had to 
park across the street and walk to the Park.  Mr. McLaren confirmed that a crosswalk will be installed at 
the traffic signal.  Ms. Weiss noted the underground tunnel and asked whether it will be maintained.  
Mr. McLaren noted that the Transportation Department is very interested in maintaining the tunnel.  
Vice-Chair Anderson commented about the lack of signage regarding the tunnel and expressed that 
she would be happy to use the tunnel as opposed to the crosswalk.   
 
Noting previous stated comments, Chairman Loper opined that the traffic signal at the intersection is a 
great idea and the changes to the parking lot are outstanding.  He clarified that his previous comments 
were directed towards widening the road by taking land from the Park.  Ms. Weiss acknowledged that 
the point was discussed and was a concern, but the impacts are minimal.   
 
Mr. McLaren continued the presentation, providing additional slides depicting the various alternatives 
considered for the structure across the roadway, including the tunnel concept devised by neighbors in 
the area.   
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In response to inquiry by Vice-Chair Anderson regarding bicycle usage, Mr. McLaren noted the 8-foot 
concrete multi-use path on the north side and a bike path that comes up from the south through the 
Indian Bend Wash.    
 
5. DIRECTOR’S REPORT OF CURRENT EVENTS (A.R.S. § 38-431.02(K) 

(Information item) 
 
Judy Weiss, Parks and Recreation Director, and William Murphy, Parks and Grounds Management 
Director, will update the Commission on the status of events and activities of the Parks, Recreation, & 
Facilities Division.   
 
Ms. Weiss noted that Ms. Rose Williams, Parks and Grounds Management Manager, is filling in for Mr. 
Murphy.   
 
Ms. Williams addressed the Commission.  Parks staff have been focusing on preparations for Spring 
Training.   
 
The celebrity game and the open house will be held this Sunday, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 or 1:30 p.m.  
The celebrity game begins at 2:30 p.m.  Chairman Loper confirmed that the event is open to the public.   
 
Ms. Williams also reported that maintenance staff are in the Parks gearing up for spring.   
The downtown staff were busy with the Arts Festival held last weekend.   
 
Ms. Weiss asked the Commissioners to please confirm their participation in the park tour scheduled for 
March 15th.  The tour begins at Pepperwood at 8:00 a.m. and ends at the stadium. 
 
Ms. Weiss announced that Deanna Zuppan will assume the position of Senior Recreation Coordinator 
for Adapted Recreation on February 21.  Ms. Zuppan joins the City of Scottsdale from the City of Mesa 
and will be housed at Eldorado for the time being.   
 
The neighborhood meeting to discuss the Mescal issue of equestrian use in the grass basin has been 
set for February 28th at 6 pm.  The meeting, to be held at the Via Linda Senior Center, will consist of a 
core group of equestrian users and neighbors who have expressed interest in the development of use 
rules to allow riding in the grass basin, which cannot occur until the rules are posted.  All 
Commissioners are invited to attend the meeting.    
 
The Exclusively Little Event at the Railroad Park is scheduled for March 4th, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  Commissioners Frost and King will be in attendance.   
 
The first neighborhood meeting regarding Phase 1 of the development of Grayhawk Community Park 
will occur on March 9th, at Grayhawk Thunderbird Branch of the Boys and Girls Club of Greater 
Scottsdale, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Vice-Chair Anderson and Commissioner Frost plan to attend 
the meeting.  Commissioners Anderson and Frost are assigned to the project.  Over 4,000 notices will 
be sent out by the end of this week.  
 
Providing an update, Ms. Weiss acknowledged City Council's approval of the lighting addition to the 
Mescal Park arena.  City Council also recommended, but did not stipulate to, riding in the grass basin.  
A lighting designer is in the process of being contracted.  The project will be presented to the 
Development Review Board, a process which takes about 90 days.  Meetings will be held with the 
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neighbors during this period to present the lighting design.  The entire process is expected to take six to 
eight months.   
 
Ms. Weiss presented photographs relative to some of the projects that have been discussed including 
CAP Basin, impact on the fields from the FBR Open, and the competition pool at McDowell Mountain 
Ranch. 
 
Chairman Loper opened the floor to questions from the Commission.   
 
Commissioner Faramelli reported reading that Club SAR experienced an all time revenue high in 
January and questioned whether Club SAR would be closed in conjunction with the Giants facility.  Ms. 
Weiss replied that it does not appear at this point that Club SAR will have to be closed and confirmed 
that it will remain at the current location. 
  
6.  OPEN CALL TO THE PUBLIC (A.R.S. § 38-431.02) 
 
No members of the public wished to address the Commission. 
 
7.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, being duly moved and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
A/V Tronics, Inc. 
 
Meets established criteria. 

 
 

     
 
Judy Weiss, Director William B. Murphy, Director 
Parks and Recreation Parks and Grounds Management 
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